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The Indian Mackerel. Scomber kamuurta, vrluch averages about seven and a half inches in 
























DISTRICT OF MALABAR. 



G. A. Ballard, Collector. 






































THE FISHES OF MALABAE, 


Sub-Class. —TELEOSTEI. 
Order. — ACANTHOPTEBYGIL 

Fam. BERYCIDJI. 


Genus HOLOCEKTEOL ArteJi. 

Corniger, Aaassiz. 



Scixna RUBRA, Forsfatl, Descnpt. mum. p. 48. 

Holocentruji orientale, Cuvier <S: Valenciennes^ Histone Haturelle des Poissons, iii. 


p. 197, vn. p. 497. 

Holocentruai marginatum, Cm. & Val iii. p. 216. 

Holocentrum rubrum. Gunther. Catalogue of the Fishes in the British Hnsemn, 


































































































AMBA8SIS. 

























.-onndod. Yratal'pomlea. Caudal cmarginate. 
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UPENEUS, 
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Heniochuk 
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Platycewialus Malauaiucus. C»V. A 

PLATYCErHALUS CAK.3UNCULUS, VltV. & 



deeply emargraate, and the caudal is near! 
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Genus CORVINA. 






























































FISHES 


MALABAR. 


Fam. POLTKEMID^!. 

Genus POLYNEMUS, Unn. 

Branchiostegals, seven: pseudobranchiffl. Form of body oblong, compressed. Eyes, large lateral. 
Mouth below snout, with lateral cleft, snout prominent. Two separate dorsals, the second, the anal, and 
the caudal more or less covered with small scales. Dorsal spines weak. Second dorsal and anal of 
nearly equal extent. Several articulated free filiform appendages in front of base of pectoral fin. Pre- 
opercle serrated. Villiform teeth in jaws, vomer and palate. Scales moderate, ctenoid. Lat eral line 

POLYNEMUS HEPTADACTYLUS. 

Polynemus HEPTADACTYLUS, Ctw. & Val. iii. p. 390; Cantor , Catal. p. 31; Gunther , 
Catal. ii. p. 321. 

B.™. D. 7-8 | V,. P.15,vii. V.l A.L. 1. 50. L. tr. Case, pylor. 4. 

Length, of head of pectoral £, of caudal of base of anal f of total length. Height of 
head of body of hard dorsal of soft dorsal }, of ventral j, of anal f of the total length. 

Eyes—Diameter L 0 f length of head, 1^ diameters from end of snout, 2| diameters apart. Ex¬ 
ternal third of orbits surrounded by an adipose lid. 

Profile rather elevated from snout to the first dorsal. Upper jaw rather oblique, the maxilla 
extends behind tlic orbit a distance of half its transverse diameter. 

Preopercle, vertical liinb slightly convex, denticulated, with a very strong spine at the lower 
termination of its dcnticulations, and opposite the upper margin of the mouth. Opercle endin g 
in a soft point. 

Teeth—Villiform in both jaws, none on their outer surfaces. A band of the same cliaracter 

Fins —The first dorsal arises above, or slightly in advance of base of pectoral: ventral opposite 
second third of pectoral: the second dorsal midway between posterior margin of orbit and root of 
caudal: anal opposite fifth dorsal ray. First dorsal triangular, spines weak, the first very short, 
the second shorter than the third, which is the longest, from it they rapidly decrease : the spines 
are prolonged beyond the membrane which is moderately notched. The distance between the end 
of first and commencement of second dorsal, equals half the distance between end of second dorsal 
and commencement of caudal. Spine of second dorsal half the length of first ray, which is the 
longest; the fin is of a trapezoid shape, with its superior margin concave. Pectoral rather pointed, 
with seven appendages, the two highest and lowest equal, and shorter than the other four which 
extend to the tliird and fourth anal rays. Ventral triangular, its spine weak. Anal, first spiue 
short, second half the length of third, which is half as long as first ray; shape of fin trapezoid. 
Caudal deeply lobed. 

Scales—Deciduous, and placed as in the P. Indicus, p. 01. 

Lateral line—First ascends, from opposite the end of the first dorsal it descends, above extre¬ 
mity of anal it proceeds straight to the base of the caudal, where it passes downwards over the 
upper margin of the highest ray of the lower lobe, and divides into two, one being continued 
straight to the ond of the fin, the other passing to between the two inner rays of the lower lobe. 
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Stromateus sinensis, Euph-as&t, Vetensk. Acad. Nya Handl. Stockh. ix. p. 49, t 9 ; 

Bl. Schn. p. 492; Cantor , Catal. p. 140. 

Atookoia, Russell, pi. 44. 

Stromateus albes’ Cuv. & Val is. p. 388.’ 

Vella arwoolee, Mai. White Pompret. 
















































































ScEENA AKMATA. Forsk. p. 53. 

Tchawil farah, Fvssell, pi. 151 (uound). 

Oaranx ctliaris, Cuv. <0 Veil. ix. p. 129 ( i/onvq). 

Olistcs Malauaricus, Cuv. cD lal. ix. p. lo7, pi. 251. 
Olistus Ruppellii, Cuv. lal. ix. p. 144. 

of anal rather more than £ of total length. Height oi head V, of 
dorsal -f[, of ventral of anal -fr ol total length. 

Eves—Diameter i of length of head, -J diameter from end o 






























































































































Fam. GOBIIDiE, Owen. 
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• Amblyopus Hermannianus. 

?Cepola Heumannjana, Shaw, Zool. ir. p. 191. 

Oobioides RumcuNDUs, Ham. Bach. pp. 37, 305, pi. 5, f. 9. 

Ambtaopus Heumannianus, (Juv <0 Vol xu. p. 159, pi. 350; Gunther, Catal. m. 
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Blennius fasciatus, Bloch , p. 1076, t. 162, f. 1. 
























Teuthyes, pt., Cuvier. 


ACRONURID.E, ' 



? Acaktiiurtjs rasi, Guv. cC* Val. x. p. 203. 

Acastiiurus MATOiDES, Cuv. & Val. x. p. 204; Gunther, CataUii. p. 330. 
Acanthtjrus Bloceii, Cuv. & Val x. p.^OO { immature , without whitish caudal rig). 

















PsEDDocnaoMiDEs. pt. M^noidei, pt. MiiUer & Troschd. 

Gekus NANDTT8, Guv. and Val. 



Coras names, Bam. Buch. pp. 96, 370, pi. 30, f. 32. 

N,Indus hamiotatus, Cun. <£• Val viii. p. 482, pi. 207 ; Cantu r, Catal. p. 17 ; Jordon, 
Madras Journal, 1848, p. 141; Giinther, Catal. Hi. p. 367. 





























































ATHERINIDJL 


Habitat—Fresh waters of Malabar and 


Gekus ATHEEINA, Artedl 




























































!,UHHWHM!,Ur 











































































Fam. FISTULARID^, MvU. 



G-ookum, misscll, pi. i73. 

CANNOIUa-NCUUS immaculatus. Cantor , Catal. p. 211. 

Length of hoad l, of pectoral of caudal without mcliding its prolongation of caudal 
including its prolongation -]> of base of dorsal *•*. of base ot anal ^ ot the total length not 
including the prolongation of its caudal fan. Height of heacU\j. oi body of dorsal of anal 
-f'g, of ventral gh of tho total length not including tho prolongation oi its caudal fin. 

ayes—Close to upper profile. Horizontal diameter T \,-, vertical diameter J- (T of the length of 

Orifice oi month oblique, situated at the anterior tenth of the snout, lower jaw the longest, 







































































































































































































Genus BATBACHOCEPHALTJS, Bhcher. 



Ageneiosus mino, Earn. Buck. pp. 158, 3v5. 

Batrachocepiulus mino. BleeJcer , Atl. Icli. iv. p. 4S, t. 65, f. i.; Gunther , Catal. v. 


Length of head i-, of pectoral , of caudal of base of first dorsal of base of second 
dorsal , f , uf ImsG of auul -J f of total length. Height of head of body of first dorsal -J, of 
second dorsal y f , of ventral ,1, of anal -} of total length. 
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Sub-Fam. SILURIFORMES, Sleeker. 
















































































Nemacheilus triangularis, PI. XIV. fig. 1. 
Nemacheilus triangularis, Day, Proc. Zool. Soc. 18G5, p. 295. 
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slightly m advance of it. 
rather highest m iront, ai 




first ray of the pectoral strong and hony. Ventral em "" 
Along the whole extent- of the 


i in South Malabar, but much more abundant towards the north. 


m, also the Eastern Coast of Africa and the Mauritius, 


Genus CHANOS, Lacep. 


Lutodeira, JRuppcll. 





Cyprinus (leuciscus) tala, Cuvier , Reg. anim. ii. p. 276. 
Chanos nucdalis, Cuv. cfc Val. xix. p. Iy7. 

Chanos pala, Cantor , Catal. p. 278. 










































SARDINJ3LLA, 









































Habitat—Malabar. . 


Genus JIELETTA, Val 

Cleft of mouth moderate. Upper j(uv the shortest. One dorsal medial, ventral beneath the dorsal, anal 
moderately elongated and behind the dorsal Teeth none on tlie jaws, vomer, or palatine bones, but a 

* Meletta LILE. 

Mrletta lile, Cut j. & Val. xx. p. 378. 














































Engraulis Hamilton!!. Grrtj. ill. I. Z.. pi. ‘,)2. f. 3 : Cue. ( f; VuL xxi. p rir>. 
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Engraulis Malabahicus. 


Monangoo, Mai. 
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F&m. synbrakchidj:. 





lit 11 






















• Bed Sea, India, Malaysia and Japan. 






1, or irregularly 






Teteaodon teptudtneus, Lom. Syst. 1444; Cantor, Catal. p. 370; Blcchcr, Atl. Icb. 
p v. p.^ ^ pi, 212, f. 3. 







































































Sub-Class.— SELACHU. 
































SQUATINORAIJOID-E. 























































Genus PTEROPLATEA, Mill & Ernie. 



Tenkee kunsul’ Russell, pR 6. 
Pteroplatea mioruea, Cantor, Catal. p. 
Dastatis micrura, Gray, Catal. Brit. Mu 


b. gin. p. 613. 


















Group MYLIOBATIDES, Dumeril 

Genus 2ETOBATIS, {Blamvilh), Mill. & Ecnh. 




Bajah narinaiu, Bl Scltn. 361. 

Eel-tenkee, Bussell, pi. 8. 

Myliobatis mackopteka, McClelland , Cnl. J. N.'H. i. p. 60, f. 1, a. b. 

Stoasodo* narinari, Cantor, CM. p. 434. 

/Etobatis narinaki, Gray, Catal, Brit Mas. p. 130 ; Dumeril, fch. gen. i. p. G41. 


greatly -with age. The dii 


live is half the lcugfch of the sn 

Teeth—-The dental plates of both jaws do not extend thi 
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